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122 colleges sans NAAC ratings

Out Of 283 SUK-Affiliated Institutes, Only 161 Have Been Accredited

Piyush.Bhusari
@timesgroup.com

Kolhapur: Even when the
Shivaji University, Kolhapur
(SUK) has started preparing
for the fourth re-accredita-
tion cycle of the National As-
sessment and Accreditation
Council(NAAC), many affili-
ated colleges have not even
been assessed by the council,
reveals a report from the
SUK.

According to the univer-
sity’s October report, out of
the 283 affiliated colleges, on-
ly161 have been accredited in
the first cycle of NAAC as-
sessment, while 122 colleges
areyettobe assessed.

For the past few years the
directorate of higher educa-
tion has been warning uni-
versities to make NAAC as-
sessment must for their affi-
liated colleges or to de-recog-
nise them. .

An SUK official said the
university is regularly in-
structing the colleges to get
the assessment done by the
NAAC as soon as possible.
For theengineeringcolleges,
the assessment has to be do-
ne by the National Board of
Accreditation (NBA).

According to the official,
all the colleges which have
completed five years from
the date of their foundation
have to go through the acecre-
ditation process. Those

WHY NAAC GRADING IS IMPORTANT?

» The grading regulates quality of
education and also ensures that
educational institutions keep
constant check on their performance

» The assessment helps the UGC to
disburse annual finances under
various schemes to the government-
run and private aided colleges

» It creates an automatic pressure
to maintain the education quality
and to improvise on the
infrastructure facilities to avail of the
financial aid from the government

SUK CURRENT
STATUS

NAAC accreditation: 161

M Colleges with second cycle

of NAAC accreditation: 113

. Colleges without
NAAC accreditation: 122

(Source: SUK)

The absence of

accreditation is
more in unaided '
colleges than in aided
ones and hence we are
regularly conducting
workshops for unaided
colleges to make them
aware about the need
of NAAC accreditation

— D T Shirke | sux

PRO-VC

which have completed an ac-
creditation process five ye-
ars ago too have to undergo
reaccreditation.

D T Shirke, pro-VC of the
SUK, told TOI, “The absence
of accreditation is more in
unaided colleges than in ai-
ded onesand hencewearere-

gularly conducting works-
hops for unaided colleges to
make them aware about.the
need of NAAC accredita-
tion.”

He added that, the univer-
sity directs its affiliated col-
leges to go through the NA-
AC assessment every year as

a reminder. However, it has
been found that many have
not been following the direc-
tives.

A college principal said
that the NAAC assessment is
an institute’s responsibility
and one should not lag in it.
The NAAC assessment of an

institution denotes the stan-
dards of quality as set by the
accreditation agency and
whether the particular colle-
geisfollowingitornot. If the
college achieves the stan-
dard, the NAAC's goal of qu-
ality education fulfils.
Ontheimportance of NA-
AC, he pointed out that the
NAAC grading is necessary
becauseitisaccepted inhigh
regards and the grading is
acknowledged worldwide.
The principal added that
all the educational institutes
will have to go through NA-

- AC assessment or an equiva-

lent body’s assessment soon,
as at least an ‘A’ grade from
NAAC isneeded tobeeligible
for financial grants under
the schemes of the Union go-
vernment like Rashtriya
Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan
(RUSA). i

Currently, every educa-
tional institution -- universi-
tyaswell as college -needsto
evaluate itself through NA-
AC’sfive-yearly re-acecredita-
tion procedure to keep itself
updated in terms of acade-
mic and administrative per-
formance.

The National Assess-
ment and Accreditation Co-
uneil (NAAC) is an autono-
mous body established by the
University Grants Commis-
siontoassessandaccredit in-
stitutions of higher educa-
tion in the country. 1
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Vidya Lakshmi
Portal: UGC

Times News NETWORK

Kolhapur: The University
- Grants Commission (UGC) has
askedall highereducationalin-
stitutions (HEIs) to provide'the
link of Vidya Lakshmi Portal
on their websites.
. Initscircular, UGCsecreta
ry P K Thakur said the mini-
stry of human resource deve-
lopment (MHRD) has sent a
communication in this regard
to publicise the initiative by
providing the link of Vidya
Lakshmi Portal on the home
page of HEIs' website so that
maximum number of students
can avail the benefit of thisser-
vice.

“Vidya Lakshmi is a first of
its kind portal for students see-

king education loan. This por- -

tal has been developed under
the guidance of ministry of fi-
nance, MHRD and Indian
Banks Association, withaview
to enable all' poor and middle
class students to pursue higher
education. The portal may pro-
ve to be highly useful for stu-
dents/parents/institutions as
it is user friendly and informa-
tion friendly;” the letter read.

gt

Provide link of ‘

I
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